
This booklet was created by and for local people to share factual
information about development of large-scale wind, solar and
battery projects. It specifically addresses questions raised in
community meetings across our region and includes findings from
independent scientific research, local experience and government
and industry guidelines. It provides best practice tips that
community can use when negotiating better outcomes and making
decisions about renewable energy projects in our region.

OUR REGION, 
OUR ENERGY FUTURE, 

OUR CHOICE.
Factual information for communities in the Downs
and South-western Queensland to assist with
large-scale renewable energy in our region

Follow the QR code to find out more.
renewables.ddec.org.au



LARGE-SCALE RENEWABLE ENERGY
IN OUR REGION - LOCAL FAQ’S

Why are large-scale renewable energy projects such as wind farms, solar
farms and battery storage coming to our region?
Our region possesses abundant solar and wind resources and established
transmission line infrastructure to connect projects to the grid without needing
significantly more powerlines. Due to turbine spacing and setback
requirements (1.5km from a residence unless agreed otherwise with owner),
areas with lower housing density are also often more suitable for wind farm
development. 
 
Why aren’t renewables being built closer to cities where the energy is used?
Solar on rooftops, mostly in urban areas, now contributes nearly 15% of
Queensland’s electricity. However, large-scale projects favour regional
locations with more available land and link electricity at close to the speed of
light (300,000km/sec) to where it is needed. Large amounts of new energy
are required and connecting it into the grid in regional areas, plus pairing
wind and solar with battery storage, helps with overall grid stability and
energy reliability. 

Do these projects change the zoning of the host land?
No. Land use zoning (e.g. Rural/Rural-residential) under local Planning
Schemes remains the same and existing land uses can continue. A Material
Change of Use application, for the areas of land under lease agreement, is
used by the State Assessment and Referral Agency to assess a development's
compatibility against the Local Government Planning Scheme, including land
uses, zoning, overlays, and community needs. 

Will renewable development impact land values? 
Several studies commissioned by the NSW and VIC governments found no
evidence that renewables lower rural property values, including an
Assessment of the Impact of Wind Farms on Surrounding Land Values in
Australia . It is thought values could actually increase due to landholder
financial benefits and broader regional growth. 
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Will council rates change on host land? 
Rates will not necessarily change, however any potential increase in rates
associated with a change of land use are routinely covered by wind farm
proponents and this should be set out in landholder agreements. Rates would
only potentially change on the area of land under a lease agreement (not the
whole property) which in the case of wind farms is a very small area around
the base of each turbine. 
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Why are renewables sometimes labelled the green power that isn't green?
Incorrect siting of some projects has led to significant local environmental
impacts. This has rightly raised concerns and questions. However, if sited and
designed well, renewables can avoid significant local impacts and even
provide opportunities for local environmental restoration, as incoming
changes to planning laws aim for.

How do renewables help with rising power costs? 
The rapid energy transition is part of the Australian Government’s plan to
manage rising power costs. In 2025, renewable energy accounts for
approximately 40% of electricity generated in Australia, with the target being
82% by 2030. Renewable energy is the lowest cost way to produce new
electricity and replace ageing, failing coal power stations. Once built,
operating costs are near zero. In comparison, fossil fuel prices are based on
international markets and are volatile. For example the 2022 conflict in
Ukraine caused global gas prices to rise, impacting our power bills since.

Renewables projects proposed, approved or operating in Toowoomba Region & surrounds. 
Modified from: electricity-generation-map.treasury.qld.gov.au, September 2025
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The Qld Government released a new Energy Roadmap in October 2025,
pledging $400 million to drive investment in renewables, batteries and gas,
and establishment of Regional Energy Hubs to efficiently connect projects to
the grid in key areas. The Planning (Social Impact and Community Benefit)
and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2025 commenced in July 2025,
introducing a new community benefit system in Qld that applies to wind
farms and large-scale solar farms (over 1MW).    

REGULATIONS, SOCIAL IMPACTS AND
COMMUNITY BENEFIT AGREEMENTS

Note 1: Renewable energy proponents must now undertake a Social
Impact Assessment and use this information to guide development of a
Community Benefit Agreement (CBA) with local government. All
individuals should feel comfortable to reach out to a proponent and
have a say in what matters locally, to shape CBAs. 

Local councils may establish community reference groups to assist the
development of CBAs with proponents. Benefits may be shared throughout
the host community as well as across the larger region, with a focus on both
mitigation of project impacts and strategic, long-term legacy benefits that
support communities well beyond construction. In Toowoomba region,
proponents will contribute $1,050/MW for wind and $850/MW for solar,
per year , meaning local currently proposed wind farms will each
contribute between $250k - $950k PER YEAR (depending on their size) over
the life of the project.  
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Community support initiatives by proponents often
also include grants or sponsorships that local
community members or clubs can individually apply
for. Proponents websites contain information on local
grants, if available. Scan the QR code for a list of
locally available sponsorships. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT AGREEMENTS
Proponents are now required to undertake a Social Impact Assessment (SIA)
and enter into a Community Benefit Agreement (CBA) with the local council,
prior to applying for development approval. These regulatory changes
prioritise community voices in decision making. 
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The guidelines for undertaking a SIA (see Further Resources #37) outline
areas of potential social impact for a proponent to critically analyse, such as
housing and workforce participation. However, this is just a minimum guide
and the SIA is the place for community members to raise any issues of local
concern, including matters of local environmental importance. A report by RE-
Alliance details how renewable energy can deliver beneficial outcomes for
regional housing .32

SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Some community members have expressed concern
regarding anecdotal health impacts of living with wind
turbines. A systematic review by Australia’s National
Health and Medical Research Council, concluded there
is no published evidence to link wind turbines with
adverse health effects . Potential for ‘annoyance’ was
reported and found to be linked to whether a person
found wind farms ‘beautiful or ugly’. Links to the
Nocebo Effect have also been drawn, where believing
there are health effects, produces physical symptoms .
However, a wind farm in Vic was found to be
exceeding noise standards at night. Under State Code
23, wind farms must undertake noise modelling and
meet noise criteria for hosts and neighbours .
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HEALTH & WELLBEING

Reach out to a proponent (see contacts on page 19) - do not wait to be asked.

Ensure locally significant
matters and
opportunities for local
environmental
restoration, that are
sometimes missed by
federal and state laws,
are captured by
participating in
community consultation.  

Stress may occur for people sensitive to a physical change in their
environment, including increased road noise during construction, or with
unanswered questions and unknowns. The plethora of information on the
internet is often not helpful and misinformation can also contribute to stress. 5.



Host landholders can also negotiate benefits for their neighbours. While near-
neighbour agreements in most cases are not mandated, proponents will look
to offer voluntary arrangements which may include financial contributions or
non-financial measures such as vegetation screening or access improvements.

Note 2: Individual host landholders have the right to say no. 
As such, landholders have significant power to negotiate and influence
the social and environmental outcomes of a renewable energy project.

The Queensland Renewable Energy
Landholder Toolkit, produced by the 
Queensland Farmers Federation,
contains resources and checklists to
help guide discussions for
landholders approached by a
proponent and for each stage 
of project development. Scan the QR
code to read the toolkit, or see
Further Resources #31. 

It is common practice for proponents to cover the costs of independent legal
advice for developing landholder agreements. Independent organisations also
exist specifically to help landholders navigate the agreement and project design
process. Landholders are not alone in the process. 

HOST LANDHOLDERS AND NEIGHBOURS
A landholder can choose whether or not to host a renewable energy project
(unlike coal and gas) and lease land to a proponent. Host landholders have
significant power to influence social and environmental outcomes of a project
through negotiating agreements with proponents. For example, landholders
can negotiate location of infrastructure, benefits for local communities,
environmental bonds within contracts (for example, putting money aside for
unexpected environmental impacts) and access to transparent monitoring
data. 
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The amount of vegetation clearing required for a project is heavily dependent
on the site chosen. Sensible initial site selection, site design and route
planning to get materials to site can potentially avoid the need for clearing,
significantly reducing the environmental and also social impact of a project. If
clearing is deemed “unavoidable”, then legislation requires this impact to be
“offset”, with the aim to achieve an environmental net gain by protecting or
enhancing similar values at another site. However, the value of offsets are
often criticised and must be applied carefully to achieve this aim. Placing
offsets as close to the impact site as possible can help. Some projects in Qld
have been located (or proposed) in areas of intact remnant forest with
significant clearing impacts and ineffective offsets. In contrast, several, but not
all, projects in our region are proposed for land that is already largely
cleared and also compatible with current land uses. 

Note 3: There are multiple ways the potential environmental and social
impacts of wind and solar developments can be reduced. Like any
development, correct initial site selection is crucial in avoiding vegetation
clearing and sensitive site design can improve visual amenity.

In a largely cleared
landscape, small areas of
vegetation including
isolated paddock trees, can
be important to wildlife,
stock and ecosystem
health, and should be
avoided with thoughtful
site design. 

Connective corridors in a
landscape need to be
protected, and sometimes
only exist in road corridors.

VEGETATION CLEARING

PROJECT SITE AND DESIGN 
CONSIDERATIONS       
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Turbine pad

Temporary construction areas

Road

Reports regarding significant vegetation clearing of wind farms are either
projects being planned for the wrong locality, or sometimes wrong
information is cited such as the total area of land within a project rather
than the footprint. The final operational footprint is often around 5% of a
total wind farm project area. 

One key point is that roads might only create a small footprint, however,
their environmental impacts are disproportionately large . It is best to use
existing roads rather than create new ones. 
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DEVELOPMENT FOOTPRINT 

The area of cleared land (the
‘footprint’, or ‘disturbance
area’) required for wind farms
can be as low as 2 ha per
wind turbine, for example, on
flat land where no cuttings are
required around hills. This
does not include temporary
construction footprint areas
such as batching plants, crane
pads and laydown areas,
however these will be
rehabilitated after construction
and landholders can specify
requirements for this. 

SITE LAYOUT/DESIGN
Road layout and infrastructure placement can change many times during a
project’s design stage, including micro-siting right up to construction time. 

Wind turbine placements
Individual turbine placement takes into consideration wind resources on site to
maximise energy generation and the spacing required between turbines.
Initial wind resources can be estimated through desktop studies while more
accurate wind measurements are obtained through onsite wind-monitoring
towers. Landholders can request access to this data and be involved in site
design including turbine placement. Some landholders have requested that
turbines are sited where they are not visible from their, or their neighbours’,
dwelling, whilst others admire the sight of turbines.

The orange line depicts a wind farm potential disturbance
area, and the white line shows the planned construction
footprint of a turbine site, roads and temporary areas.
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Project correctly sited in areas of minimal remnant vegetation.
Thoughtful site design minimises roads (especially new roads
near/through habitat) and mitigates need for clearing and earthworks.
Early, local input for environmental matters obtained.
Flexibility during continuous local consultation allows design
modifications to avoid or minimise impacts on ecological values.
On-site impacts minimised and values restored on-site before resorting
to environmental “off-setting” off-site.
Connectivity of site and broader landscape assisted through
incorporating microhabitat features and restoring vegetated corridors.
Project strives for net gain of vegetation and habitat quality in the
landscape rather than accepting that developments result in net loss.
Cumulative and indirect impacts (such as road widening) of multiple
projects in an area are accounted for and minimised.
Site-specific studies are used to inform project layout/design as
generic guidelines may not be applicable in all contexts.

BEST PRACTICE EXAMPLES: PROJECT SITE AND DESIGN

Image: AgriShots

Solar array layout 
Solar farms do not need to be large single blocks of ongoing solar panels.
Smaller areas of panels can be integrated into the landscape, incorporating
wildlife habitat or stock movement corridors. Ongoing research is quantifying
which site designs most effectively sustain or enhance biodiversity (Nordberg,
pers. comm.) to develop evidence-based guidance on siting, vegetation
management, and infrastructure configuration .8
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Australian examples are growing that demonstrate how renewables can co-
exist with agriculture and even benefit farming operations and the
environmental health that they rely on. For example, partnering with
renewables has allowed Qld farmers to advance plans of spelling paddocks
and regenerating degraded areas. 

Infrastructure can be designed to not only fit in, but enhance agricultural
operations and property management, taking advantage of technology
improvements such as Wifi access, remote monitoring systems and water
infrastructure. Grazing plans, including paddock design, internal road plan,
biosecurity and pest management plans and contour and drainage
information will all guide the best coexistence outcomes. Proponents are also
required to have a Biosecurity Plan to prevent or minimise known or potential
biosecurity risks and support landholder biosecurity activities .27

    AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLES
CO-EXISTENCE       

Note 4: Solar and wind farms co-exist with other land uses including
grazing and cropping in numerous locations across Australia, without
materially changing a farming operation, but local input is essential to
design what best fits a current or future planned operation.

SOLAR FARM CO-EXISTENCE/AGRIVOLTAICS
Agrivoltaics, using land simultaneously to improve productivity of farming and
generate solar, is a developing field and there are opportunities to partner
with research organisations to improve productivity, biodiversity and energy
production outcomes. 

Solar projects should be planned for coexistence from
the outset. Retrofitting is sometimes possible, however,
can be cost prohibitive. Sheep grazing is the most
common form of Agrivoltaics in Australia. Examples are
growing, including both shedding and non-shedding
breeds, resulting in high wool quality , higher
carrying capacity and improved animal welfare .
Examples also exist of solar arrays mounted high enough
for cattle (albeit with potential increased cost) or
coexisting with horticulture and viticulture.

19, 26
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Research shows potential for increased vegetation growth and crop yields
under solar panels, as well as higher energy production, especially in hot, dry
regions . Tracking systems that follow the sun result in a more even spread of
sunlight and moisture under the panels than fixed tilt systems, mitigating
potential for erosion or wet areas beneath the lower edge of the panel while
encouraging greater plant species diversity below panels . 

5
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Local experience highlights that particular attention should be paid to
stormwater management on solar farms to avoid disturbance of natural
hydrological dynamics and potential erosion and sedimentation issues.
Integration of local knowledge is essential to mitigate potential impacts,
potentially by using vegetative swales, permeable surfaces and smaller areas
of panels integrated into the landscape. 

Many excellent resources exist for landholders and proponents considering
Agrivoltaics. See the Further Resources QR Code for a selection. 

Image: Klaus Gorgen
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Most wind farms are developed on agricultural land and wind turbines are very
much compatible with existing farming operations. Turbines occupy only a small
amount of land, and landowners can continue or enhance grazing, cropping or
regenerative farming activities. Livestock often use turbine towers for shade and
shelter from wind and rain. 

WIND FARM CO-EXISTENCE

Whilst there have been very rare instances of wind turbines having fires due
to technical faults, modern turbines are extremely unlikely to catch fire due to
built-in fire suppression systems, lightning protection mechanisms and
ongoing maintenance. Turbines may even reduce the risk of bushfires started
by lightning . The network of roads for turbines has been found to help with
fighting unrelated fires on properties. According to the National Council for
Fire and Emergency Services, turbines pose no greater risk to aerial
firefighting than other infrastructure .

35
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BESS (battery) fire risk significantly differs depending on the technology used.
For example vanadium redox flow batteries now use a liquid electrolyte that
is non-flammable, significantly reducing fire risk compared to lithium-ion
batteries. Comprehensive research is underway to improve battery
technology and lower fire risk. 

FIRE RISK OF RENEWABLES

In consultation with landholders, local projects are being designed to fit neatly
amongst centre-pivot irrigators and use existing roads, enabling unaltered
cropping/harvesting operations. 

White line shows construction and operational footprint of wind farm amongst irrigated cropping
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All renewable energy facilities require comprehensive incident, emergency
and bushfire management plans, developed in collaboration with local
authorities, as well as incident-trained staff. Proponents also work with local
communities in developing plans and can contribute to capacity of the local
fire service. For example, Genex has pledged $100k to improve equipment
for the Millmerran fire fighting service, however, increased human resourcing
is still required.

Renewables technology has also significantly improved, and degradation of
modern componentry is small in comparison to other common contaminants,
such as car tyres and brakes. So while evidence points to very low
contamination risks, even with damaged materials, landholders can request
information on specific componentry and/or transparent on-site monitoring.

Note 5:  There is no evidence of contamination risk to livestock or
food production from renewables on farming land , according to
the Clean Energy Council, referenced by Meat and Livestock
Australia in their latest factsheet . 

28
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CONTAMINATION CONCERNS

Contamination concerns arose among landholders
when the Livestock Production Assurance program
(managed by a subsidiary of Meat & Livestock
Australia) prompted producers to consider the
potential contamination risks of ALL on-farm
infrastructure that can degrade with age, giving
examples of hydraulic equipment, capacitors, solar
panels, wind turbines, coal seam gas structures, coal
mine wastes and others. The program has now
addressed these concerns in a factsheet  and also
refer to the Clean Energy Councils factsheet which
states “there is no evidence to suggest that
renewable technology on farms poses a
contamination risk to livestock or food production” .
Many industrial products (even fencing materials for
example), have the potential to leach chemicals as
they degrade with age or are damaged, but
research has shown where levels are not hazardous
to ecosystems or humans .

30

28

12

13.



Poorly sited or inadequately designed renewables
projects can affect wildlife through habitat loss and
fragmentation (e.g. roads, fencing and clearing),
disturbance during construction and operation, and
direct collision with wind turbine blades. 

On the other hand, with careful siting to avoid
threatened species habitat , thoughtful design, smart
operational practices, and monitoring linked to adaptive
management, numerous studies indicate that wildlife can
coexist with renewable energy developments . Well-
designed solar farms can even benefit some species due
to extra shelter and food resources, reduced disturbance
and protection from predators. 

10
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However, deployment is outpacing scientific knowledge
in some contexts, highlighting an urgent need for
targeted ecological research so proponents can
implement the most effective, evidence‑based
conservation strategies. 

WILDLIFE LIVING WITH RENEWABLES

BATS
Bats can be attracted to wind turbines , resulting in
injuries and death from direct collision. This is causing
significant concern for local and global population
declines  and the loss of vital ecosystem services that
insectivorous bats provide such as insect control and
pollination. 

11

6

Despite the potential impacts, the Australasian Bat
Society supports renewables and outlines ten key
principles to have a viable wind industry with no net
loss to bat species, including 1) increasing scientific
rigour of pre-construction assessments enabling better
wind farm design and micro-siting of turbines, and 2):
improved transparency and data sharing .25 Spotted marsh frog

(Image Eric Nordberg)

Diamond firetail
(Image Keegan

McCleary)

Microbat impacted
by wind farms -

White-striped free
tailed bat 

Wedge-tailed eagle -
susceptible to turbine
strike
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Bird displacement and collision risk at wind farms varies by species, location
and wind farm design, highlighting a need for species-specific and site-
specific considerations. Birds most susceptible to collision with turbine blades
include soaring birds (raptors), nocturnal migrants and birds in large flocks.
Proximity of turbines to migratory routes, breeding grounds and foraging
areas increases the risk of collision. 

Blades that rotate more slowly and are more visible to birds (e.g. patterned)
can reduce collision, but the most important best practice is to avoid critical
habitat in the first place.

BEST PRACTICE EXAMPLES: WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
Project sited away from habitat, especially for bats and at-risk birds.
Wind farms commit to ongoing bird and bat monitoring and impact
mitigation, going beyond current statutory requirements.
Adequate buffer distances of all works from core habitat, based on
research.
Wildlife management plans are customised with local data. 
Wildlife collision risk at wind farms is minimised, with evidence of
scientific rigour during both design and operation. Latest technology is
utilised, such as for bird and bat detection, tracking and curtailment.
Where installing fencing, design allows native wildlife to pass through
whilst restricting feral animals, including predators.
Investment in independent ongoing research and monitoring to allow
adaptive management to continue to improve outcomes for wildlife.
Legacy of net positive environmental outcomes on-site.

BIRDS

Note 6: Birds and bats can be significantly impacted by renewable
energy infrastructure, but correct project siting, smart designs and
latest technology can greatly improve wildlife outcomes, especially
when coupled with research that informs adaptive management. 

15.



Note 7. Only projects that are sited and designed well,
demonstrating commitment to environmental best practice, positive
land use coexistence outcomes and long-term community benefit,
should gain our communities approval.   

One of the best current practices to reduce collision mortality is ‘curtailment’,
i.e. changing the speed and operation of wind turbine blades when risk of
wildlife collision is high . Research suggests that mandating ‘blanket
curtailment’ at wind farms with turbine cut in speeds of >7m/s in temperate
areas or >5m/s in the tropics  would allow research to catch up with site-
specific ‘smart curtailment’, and/or other effective impact mitigation
strategies, for local bird and bat species. 

2

4

Projects should be scrutinised by the local community and only those
committed to wildlife and broader environmental best practice should be
accepted. Projects should be able to demonstrate a legacy of net positive
environmental and social outcomes. Community members can request
proponents invest in independent ongoing research and monitoring in and
around a project site, that goes above statutory requirements, to gain the
critical information needed for adaptive management and impact mitigation
for local species and habitats.  

Adequate buffers from forest edges and even isolated paddock trees are also
important in reducing impacts, however again, Australian data is lacking.
Buffers of at least 200 m from the outer blade tip are recommended, until there is
sufficient local data from research to inform the size of effective buffer zones .25

Bird detection and identification
technology that allows smart
curtailment at wind farms

16.



End-of-life for renewables does not have to mean decommissioning . Rather,
there are three options when a project comes to end of expected life (at 20-25
years for large-scale solar, 25-30 years for onshore wind and 20+ years for
battery storage): 

33

DECOMMISSIONING

LANDHOLDER AGREEMENTS FOR DECOMMISSIONING
Landholder agreements with development companies should include
information on how long decommissioning will take, whether any parts will
remain after decommissioning (e.g. concrete) and how the land will be
rehabilitated, including handling of topsoil. Recycling plans can also form an
important part of decommissioning agreements. These agreements should be
in place from the beginning and proponents should cover costs for legal
assistance.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES FOR DECOMMISSIONING
The State Code 23 for Windfarm development and State Code 26 for Solar
farm development both require applicants to provide bonds or other financial
guarantees to safeguard timely compliance of decommissioning at no cost to
landowners or the government, even in the case of a project changing
ownership . Financial securities are to underpin both end of construction
activities and end of operations decommissioning .

39, 40
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1) Refurbishment to extend life, for example replacing blades or rotors with
new or refurbished components;
2) Repowering, for example replacing existing wind turbines with fewer,
potentially larger, more efficient models of latest technology;
3) Decommissioning, which typically involves the removal of all above-ground
infrastructure and rehabilitation of disturbance footprints. 

Scan the QR Code for a toolkit by
the Renewable Energy Alliance
that provides information to help
landholders, communities and
local councils navigate project
end-of-life options. 
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Wind turbines are comprised (by mass) of 80-90% steel and iron, which are
already widely recycled along with most electrical components. However, the
primary recycling challenge lies in the composite materials in blades such as
fibreglass and epoxy resins. In partnership with independent research
organisations, Vestas has developed a chemical disassembly process, that is
currently being scaled towards commercial application, that enables epoxy-
based blades - including those currently in landfill - to be broken down and
reused as raw materials for new blades .22

Note 8: Decommissioning plans are developed in consultation with
landholders, with costs covered by developers, and must include
financial security for timely compliance for both end of construction
and end of operations, including rehabilitation of disturbed areas.

However, recycling facilities
need large volumes of solar
panels to achieve economies
of scale. 

Therefore stockpiling panels
until large quantities are
amassed is common and
should not be seen as
concerning if they are
awaiting recycling.

RECYCLING
Solar panels are 100% recyclable . Australia currently only recycles around
17% of rooftop solar panels and many components are exported for
recycling. Industry initiatives are actively working to raise this rate, and state
and Federal governments have recently agreed to progress work towards a
national product stewardship scheme for solar panels, ensuring they are
managed from start to end of life . It has also been suggested that a mobile
recycling facility model could be established, where costs are shared between
a number of Local Government Areas and the benefits are returned to the
local communities.

18
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Local Governments Social Impacts & Community Benefits
Local Governments can be contacted regarding social impact and community benefit
planning and community involvement with project developers: 

Toowoomba Regional Council: 📞 131 872 ✉️ info@tr.qld.gov.au
Western Downs Regional Council: 📞 1300 268 624 ✉️ info@wdrc.qld.gov.au
Southern Downs Reg. Council: 📞1300 697 372  ✉️ edu@sdrc.qld.gov.au 
Goondiwindi Reg. Council:  📞 (07) 4671 7400 ✉️ mail@grc.qld.gov.au

Project Proponents Management Teams
Acciona Energia (MacIntyre group incl. Herries Range WF) Katie 0408 446 525
katie.unipan@acciona.com acciona.com.au/projects/herries-range-wind-farm
Cubico (Marmadua WF) marmadua@cubicoinvest.com 1800282246
marmaduaenergypark.com.au
EDPR (Punchs Creek Solar) simon.franklin@edp.com 1800282300
edp.com/en/asia-pacific/australia/punchs-creek-renewable-energy-project 
Genex (Bulli Creek Solar) Tallaesen Fleming 0422603074 tf@genexpower.com.au
genexpower.com.au/775mw-bulli-creek-stage-1-solar-project
Greenleaf Renewables (Jib Creek WF) Tania McIntyre 0447664194
tania@greenleafrenewables.com.au jibcreekwindfarm.com.au
LP Renewables (Goombi Renewable Energy Hub) Tom Gilbert 0401 079 597
tom@lprp.net goombirenewableenergyhub.com 
Renewable Energy Partners (Milli WF) Georgia Southern 1800 979 686
milliwindfarm.com.au 
RWE (Cattle Creek WF) Derek Haas 0418152358 derek.haas@rwe.com
https://au.rwe.com/projects/cattle-creek-wind-farm 
Squadron (Pikedale WF) Emily Glathor 0488 879 586 emily.glatthor@squadronenergy.com
squadronenergy.com/our-projects/pikedale-wind-farm
Vestas (Captains Mtn WF) Anna Sessink 0478815924 anssi@vestas.com &
Robert Plumb 0427 307 696 robpl@vestas.com captainsmountainwindfarm.com.au
Vestas (Tara Wind Farm) Alex Normoyle aldnr@vestas.com tarawindfarm.com.au 

REFERENCES AND FURTHER RESOURCES
Scan the QR Code for a full list
of References and links to
Further Useful Resources such as
Toolkits and Guides.

CONTACTS
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Disclaimer: Whilst every attempt has been made to provide factual information and
verify the accuracy of reference material, technology and processes within the
renewable energy space are evolving rapidly and we therefore assume no liability
and cannot guarantee all information is relevant to every circumstance. 

Written by Dr Megan Brady. Produced by Darling Downs Environment Council.
Citation: Brady, M (2025) Our Region, Our Energy Future. Factual information for
communities in the Downs and South-western Queensland to assist with large-scale
renewable energy in our region. Darling Downs Environment Council.

THANK YOU to the hundreds of people who contributed to this booklet, from those
who asked questions to those who helped with the answers.
 

You can get in touch with Darling Downs Environment Council
with questions, ideas or concerns about individual projects
via info@ddec.org.au or 0455 619 454.

Further information on these and more topics (such as
batteries that we ran out of room for) can be found at
https://renewables.ddec.org.au (QR code front cover)  

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?

Scan the QR code to sign up for
updates from the Renewables

Done Right Campaign:
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